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MY  FAVORITE   NEW  TESTAMENT CHARAC- 

TER—ST. PAUL 
■    D.  C.  MOOMAW 

A was asked awhile ago who was my 
favorite New Testament character and 
why ? I will reply thro the EVANGEL- 

IST that St. Paul is my ideal, and offer 
the following reasons for my preference. 

1. Paul was a thoroughly honest 
man. When he persecuted the church 
he thought he was serving God. He 
had no doubt but that Jesus was an im- 
postor and that the disciples were the 
enemies of the God of Moses whom he 
thought he loved with all his heart. 
There was not an act of his life that 
does not fit the character of an honest 
man and the Lord does not like a man 
who is not honest. 

2. He was sincere. Sincerity and 
honesty are kindred qualities. I think 
Paul was one of those gentle, childlike 
persons who always looked on the prac- 
tical side of life and who had no heart 
for trifling or toying with religion or 
anything else. He says in one of his 
letters, "In malice be children, in knowl- 
edge be men." Children are always 
sincere. 

3. He was resolute. He never did 
anything in a half-hearted way. "What 
was worth doing at all was worth doing 
right," was Paul's maxim. If he under- 
took anything he always finished it. 
He was not only willing to be bound for 
Jesus' sake but to die, if needful. "I am 
determined to know nothing but Jesus," 
was a favorite expression of his. 

4. He made so many enemies. It may 
seem strange that I should admire such 
a character but I find that all his ene- 
mies are also the enemies of the Lord. 
Read over the list and see what kind of 
men they were. The Pharisees, the 
worshipers of Diana, Demetrius and his 
gang, false brethren, the wicked Nero, 
etc. Men of Paul's character always 
have enemies and the more they have 
the more I esteem them. 

5. Because he would never yield his 
convictions. When Peter wavered be- 
tween the law and the gospel Paul with- 
stood him to his face. When Mark 
wavered in his fidelity Paul never trust- 
ed him again. When dealing with the 
false teachers who troubled the Galatian 
church he desired their expulsion. 

6. Because he was tender hearted. 
When the brethren besought- him not to 
go to Jerusalem he begged them not to 
break his heart by the sight of their dis- 
tress, and he even preferred to be ac- 
cursed from Christ if that would save 

• the people of Israel. His letter to Phil- 
emon shows extreme gentleness and 
softness of heart. 

7. He was a man of deeds. When his 
enemies found him in the synagogue at 
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Thesalonica teaching they accused him 
of turning the world upside down. 
Whether a persecutor of the church or 
its advocate he was in constant action. 

8. Because of the sacrifices he made 
for the church. He says he gave up all 
things that he might win Christ. He 
could have been the highest officer in 
the Jewish church had he not embraced 
the cross. He chose a life of celibacy 
rather than one of family affection, for 
the sake of the church. He chose a life 
of toil and strife when one of ease and 
quiet offered its attractions, that he 
might bring the knowledge of Christ to 
the world 

9.    He was a humble man.    He says 
in Acts 20:19, that he "served the Lord 
always    with    all   humility   of  mind. 
There are more of the virtues and less 
of the weakness of the flesh in Paul's 
life than of any other whose record is 
found in the great Book.    I don't think 
there was any mock humility in his con- 
duct, that kind which displays itself in a 
peculiar habit or garb, or meanness of 
personal    appearance.     His    humility 
consisted in a lowly estimate of himself 
and of his work, a distrust of his abili- 
ties.    He was possessed of perfect con- 
sciousness of his personal imperfections. 
Read his able analysis of the forces of 
good and evil which keep up constant 
warfare for possession of the soul and 
body, in Rom- 7. 

A study of Paul's life will give some 
inspiration for a gentle, loving, unsel- 
fish life, full of faith, work, heroism. 
Let us read it, study it, admire it and 
then go and do likewise. 

OKHilN OF TRUE HUMILITY 
S.   KIEHL 

The child of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus has a yearning desire of soul to 
imitate, always, everywhere, and under 
all circumstances, the character and life 
of Zacharias and Elizabeth of whom it 
is written, "They were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless."   Luke 1:6. 

The law of the Lord being a lamp to 
his feet and a light to his path, he fol- 
lows step by step in the footprints of 
Jesus, who said "The Father hath not 
left me alone; for I do always those 
things that please him." John 8 :29. 
This child of God endeavors, by grace 
divine, to keep the commands, and is 
therefore a, friend of Jesus, who said "Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you." John 15:14. He is 
also a lover of Jesus, for He says "He 
that hath my commandments, and keep- 
eth them, he is it that loveth me." John 
14 :21. He is a member of the family of 
God, for Jesus says "Whosoever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my 
brother,  and  my  sister,  and mother." 

Mark 3 :35.   He shall enter heaven for 
it is written, "Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord,  shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that do- 
eth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven."   Matt. 7:21.    He shall  abide 
there forever.   It is written  "He that 
doeth the will of God abideth forever." 
1 John 2 :17.    This obedient friend and 
lover of Jesus will not glory in himself 
but will say that he is an unprofitable 
servant knowing that Jesus said "When 
ye shall  have   done   all those things 
which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants :    we   have done 
that which was our duty to do."   Luke 
17 :10. 

Humility claims no merit for itself, or 
for service rendered. . To say  that we 
have done certain things, or obeyed cer- 
tain commandments, and  therefore the 
Lord must save us, or reward us, savors 
of blasphemy.    Let us thank  God for 
the gift of his Son, and ask for grace to 
exalt him  and humble self.    After we 
have done all,  we are unprofitable ser- 
vants, and the reward of the unprofita- 
ble servant is "Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness : there shall 
be weeping   and   gnashing of teeth." 
Matt. 25 : 30.    This thought in the con- 
secrated heart of   the redeemed soul, 
when seeing the vast difference between 
himself and his Maker in the scale of 
holiness, constitutes, at least, the origin 
of true  humility-     This   position   the 
Christian takes concerning himself.   He 
has no confidence in the flesh.    But he 
glories  in  the cross of Christ and re- 
joices in the God of his salvation." 

"He that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted." Luke 14:11. Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time : casting all your care upon him ; 
for he careth for you. 1 Pet. 5 :6, 7. 
Praise his holy name. 

Dayton, Ohio. 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED 
AUSTIN MILLER 

Have you considered what God says 
by his Apostle in Rom. 9 : 27, 28, that 
tho the number of the children of Is- 
rael be as the sand of the sea a remnant 
shall be saved ? The purpose of the 
great God cannot be thwarted, tho it 
may seem and actually is true that thous- 
ands who are in the church are false to 
their profession and are no better than 
the world, but God will find a few who 
will keep bis commandments. Have you 
considered that he will finish the work 
and cut it short in righteousness because 
a short work will the Lord make upon 
the earth ? If you have what is the re- 
sult of your consideration ? Have you 
reached the place in your experience for 
which you have hungered so long, where 
the sweet peace of Christ fills your soul 
each hour in the day, because he leads 


